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The Budmpest redio broadcasts on Fridays at 1820 EST an English-language
weekly letter from "a British girl studying in Hungary to her mother at homs%.
The letter, while containing expected propaganda concerning living conditions
in Hungsry, includes also an ambunt of inappropriately circumstantial trivia
with names and figures which may possibly constitute operational messages to
Communist arents in England or on the continent.#

Tre English broadcast at 1820 is one of a deily series of foreign~language
transmissions to abroad carried by thel395-kilowatt Budapest I transmitier on
5346 kilocyecles, es well as by less powerful relay stations, after the close of
its Fowe Service. Except on Fridays, the program is an ordinary news service.

Sample transcriptions are attached. Transcripts of subsequent *letters®
can be made available upon request,

*For an earlier report of the use of Satellite radios for Cominform
mipgages, ses report 15 July 1948 from M.A. Switzerland, I.D. No. 482005.
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miiapest in ingliss ah 1820 »ST, 12 November 1943.

( Text)

Pere is Petty Cranshaw, a British girl studying in Fungary, to read you her
weekly letter %o her mother at aoms.

»[ear Vother, I am so happy for you that Aunt Mary has been able to get
horz after all these years in fmerica. It is just too bad that I won't. be able
k> see her. How did you find her, is she lookinz well and what has she to say
about life in the.States, ler family, etc.? Thank you, 1 cau hardly remember
ker. 1 wasn't mor: than five when she left, was I? Do give me all the details
in your next letter -~ how long she is staying and wheuher she is planning to
go to Lancashire to see the rest of the family.

®is for myself, I have haa a pretty uneventful-week. Plenty of studying

and dJractically no ensertaimment, except that I was invited to dimmer on Tuesday
evenire %o the Tobarts. You know who they sre, 1rs. Fobart is Joan (Burton's?)
school friend, .Je. spent a very pleasant evening; a very pood supper, all diskes
Pungarian-ip ny honor, I was told - listened to Beethoven's Seventh uympkony
on the wireless, chatted and were then shown films for about half an hour.

“r. Pobart has a camera and the shots wete mestly taken of the two boys at
various ages. By the way, partly because I shall enjoy it and partly becauvse
. the extra money will come in handy, I have accepted teaching the two boys
English, giving them lessons twice a week. They are very nmice children, twa
strapping boys aged 8 and 10, and they already know some English and luckily
they ssem to have 2 talent for languages.

"By the .ay, I discovered a lending library quite near.to where I live
and since they have a huge amount of Inglish books 1 have subscribed. I began
with some Somerset Haugham shori stories, then Caints "The Fostman Always
Rings Twice". At pressnt I am reading the sixth volume of "Lanny Budd" by
Upton Sinclair. Hemember I read half through the series before I left home.

I have also found a very good knglish translation of short stories by Haxim
Gorki -~ wwst interesting. I am pleased to learn that good bknglish transla-
tions of Hussian authors are now beginning to appear in increasing number.

“Yesterday afternoon quite a few of us from the university went io _
Margaret Isiand to watch the Hungarian-Swedish swimming races, which are being
held at tiwe indoor pool on the Island. The Swedes who are here -- swimmers
and water polo players are 25 in number and races and matches are being held
every day for several days running. There was a crowd of people to watch,
tickets were sold out and 1 must say all the races were packed with excitement.
The swzdes proved to he weaker opponents than had been expected; the 'mngarians,
on tae otler hand, obtained some quite brilliant results and two national
records weve mgde in the 200-yard women's breast strole, and 120~yard men's
baclk ctroke. A water polo malch was also played, won by the Wungarians. In
fact, all the events yssierday were won by the home team.

"other, befare closing [ must tell you ol tue very nice looklng, prace
tical and very inexpensive utllity fur coats which are on sale here now.

They are mole fur on the irside sand parachute silk on the outside. Advan-
tages are that the coat is very light, rainproof and strong, apart from being
half cie price of even the cheapest fur coat. They are beino made for both
men e wosen in the rost ettractive colors -- dark blue, all shades of
browy, dars green, dar'c red, etc. for the outside, and the fur on the inside
is either snow white or brown. The coats for women have fur collars and cuffs.
¥y friend, Yannzh, has just bourht one and paid for it in installments of
three ronths, since. she has a ob and her company has vouched for her at the
furriers. The price, believe it or not, is ®17. Of course, I am all for
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: meulating on brying one, and have figured out that some with very careful
savinge I will be abls to buy it heforc the old ysar is out.

Lo

“hother dear, that is all for this week. Give my love to Aunt Vary and
tell Ler I will be writing to her at the-beginning cf next week. Love and
kisses to you all at home. / ‘

Your Loving laughter, ° Betty."

Betty Cranshaw, a British girl studying in Hungary, will be on the air
again next Friday at the sane time to read her usual weekly letier to her
mothaer at home. ’

Budapest in Inglish at 1820 55T, 19 November 1943
(Text) '

"Tear lother. It's just like being home again, sitting here tonight.
Ls I am locking cut of the window there are people (Reception deteriorating -—
spaaicer agneared to be drawing a parallel between living conditions in Hungary
and the UX and YSA) . » . . - in America, and no coupons for clothes. TI've
told you befere that it's just the same in Tungary. The only difference seems
that clothes are a good deal more expensive over there. And if the prices axve
aoing up the way she says they are, it can't be all that (nice?). Here they
keep (servante?), and I don't feel half as jealous about the USA as you do.
~ On tho contrary. This week's been a good one as far as shopping is concerned.
The price of sour cabbage, a staple food of the Hungarian family, has been
reduced to about twe pence & pound, which is a great help to the housewife.
The shops have also begun to sell unlimited quantities of macaroni, spaghetti,
noodles, vermiceili and all sorts of other odd Fungarian pastries, that's
at least hyplenic, salutary fare. Biscuits, which have been a Lit short are
alse ia plentiful supply. ' :

. .

vThis afternoon some cf the girls of the university seemed rather excited
aboul one of the afternoon papers, It turned out that they were lcoking at a
report of the decision of today's Cabinet meeting to submit a Bill finally
establishing equal rights for women in Hungary. It didn't seem anything to pst
so var; sxcited eboubt, until tre) told me all about it. It seems thav before
the liberation Fungarian women wexre in a very poor position. The girls say
none of them could hawe hored to become well known in their professions unless
they veve comrletely outstanding. And politics, the Law and the Civil Service
were tarred te them altogether. I asked why rothing could be done ahomt it
earlier and sc they saild tiat a momber of temporary orders had removed most of
their disgualifications, like that preventing women under 3C casting their
votes in the election, bat this Pill, when it bocomes Law, would really set
thess achievements down in black and white in the Statute Book. And it would,
remein there for good an''all to be a part of the Law of the land that women
were evarywhere to be given equal opportunities with men. 4#nd when I told them
that at nome we haven't even sot equal pay for equal work, they pave me a sortd
of pitying srile.

“Yesterdsy, I happened to look thiough an old copy of ‘Nature', -dated
1st day in which X found a book review under the headinpg "Heason in the lfodern
aorlit. Lt is about a book by Mr. ‘lax Forkheimer of the USA, called 'The
nelipse of Heason'. The reviewer says that the Americans reject one after
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the other all the usual oriloso.liies; positivism, cosmotisn, "arxisn, lualis,
jussified lucalisi, ebs. Lt scwc justiiication, tie reviewer asks: 'ohat
is %iere next?! aid tlen cces on to write that the author says we need
philasophy, it b is autious about political provaganda, so he says no more
than that nidlosoohy sionle be wie memory and conscience of mankind,

0Tt is truly faatasbic Lo roed this sert of stuff. i=ople reduced to

velieve in nothiny, nothing vwlhatever bub an empty phrase. .hat a contrast to
the young people .ere with *heir cager discussion on thousht and philosophy
not for their own saxe but to change the world. They are building a new life
for therseives ocut of the ruins and what they want in thc way of thinking is

a ohilosophy that will help then in their job. They don't say tragic bthinss
absut philosophy being a memory and conscience; they say that it will be their
ruide to action. I do hope to hcaven we in ¥ritain et thinking about doing
thin+s rather ttan about being memory and conscience to mankind. USorry for the
bookist dicression, tut I just Lad te et it off my chest. ~Love to you all.
Yeur dauchter Petty.” [ ’
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